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SUBJECT: DISCUSSIONS ON AGREMENT FOR NEW CSSR AMBASSADOR 

REFS: A. PRAGUE 2845 
B. PRAGUE 2848 

1. IN CASE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN WONDERING WHY GOC HAS NOT 
FOLLOWEDIRP ON DECISION TO NAME JOHANNES AS AMBASSAJTR TO 
WASHINGTON (REF: PRAGUE 2845), FOLLOWING MAY SHED AT LEAST 
SOME LIGHT. ON NOV. 1 1 AT A RECEPTION ZANOTVSKY (HEAD 
SIXTH DEPT. MFA) APPROACHED POLITICAL COUNSELOR FRISBIE ON 
SUBJECT. ASKING FRISBIE'S VIEWS ON BEST MODALITY OF ASKING 
AGREMENT. DURING VERY SUEFUL VISIT TO PRAGUE OF 
CZECHOSLOVAK DESK OFFICER KENT BROWN. DURING CALL BY 
BROWN AND CHARGE ON ZANOTVSKY NOV. 17. ZANOTVSKY WENT 
OVER SAME GROUND PRAISING JOHANNES AS EXCELLENT CHOICE 
AND AKSING ABOUT BEST CHANNEL TO SEEK AGREMENT (THROUGH 
EMBASSY HERE, FOR CHARGE BUZEK TO REQUEST MEETING WITH 
DEPUTY SECRETARY, OR WHAT). BROWN SAID HE DID NOT 
THINK DEPARTMENT WAS STICKY ABOUT MODALITIES, ALTHOUGH 
USUAL MANNER WAS FOR CHARGE TO PRESENT REQUEST TO CHIEF 
OF PROTOCOL. WHEN WE OFFERED TO INQUIRE INFORMALLY, 
ZANTOVSKY SAID HE WOULD CHECK WITH DEPUTY FOR RING 
MINISTER SPACIL FIRST. AT LUNCHEON FOR BROWN AT 
CHARGE'S RESIDENCE NOV. 18, ZANOTVSKY SAID THEY HAD 
DECIDED TO ISSUE INSTRUCTIONS TO BUZEK TO RAISE MATTER 
WITH CHIEF OF PROTOCOL. 
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2. COMMENT. WE ARE NOT SURE WHY ZANTOVSKY WENT THROUGH 
THIS CURIOUS PROCEDURE. POSSIBLY THE CZECHOSLOVAKS ARE 
NERVOUS ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF A LONG DELAY OR EVEN 
A REFUSAL OF AGREMENT FOR JOHANNES. ZANTOVSKY MENTIONED 
TO BOTH FRISBIE AND BROWN, HOWEVER. HOW IMPORTANT THIS 
NOMINATION WAS, AND THEREFORE HOW NECESSARY IT WAS TO GO 
THROUGH AGREMENT PROCEDURE AT HIGHTEST POSSIBLE LEVEL. 
POSSIBLY IT WAS SIMPLY A BRAINSTORM OF ZANTOVSKY'S TO 
TRY TO DO SOMETHING SPECIAL WITH THE AGREMENT PROCEDURE, 
WHICH WAS PUT ASIDE ONCE HE DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH 
SPACIL. IN ANY EVENT, WE HOPE QUESTION IS RESOLVED AND 
AGREMENT REQUEST WILL BE SUBMITTED THROUGH NORMAL 
CHANNEL SHORTLY. 
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